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About the Author
Sarah May� eld struggled to � nd informed grief services for her son, Bradley, a� er the death of his brother, Elliot. Today, 
Sarah’s passion is supporting bereaved youth and families while promoting grief awareness. Sarah is a Compassionate 
Bereavement Care™ Certi� ed Provider, is Certi� ed in � anatology (Association for Death Education and Counseling) and 
has been a Nationally Certi� ed Counselor since 2007. She earned both a Bachelor of Arts and Master of Counselor Education 
from the University of Virginia. In her previous nine years as an elementary school counselor, Sarah loved reading picture 
books aloud to classes on the carpet. It was through the students’ reactions to these books that she discovered a passion for 
an earnest message packaged in a con� dent, rewarding rhythm. Personally, Sarah � nds joy in upcycling forsaken furniture, 
getting lost in the plants (and weeds) of her yard, dancing unapologetically in the kitchen with her husband and kids, and 
remembering the motto, “Love never fails.” To learn more about Sarah, visit livethatlove.org.

About the Illustrator
Dennis Auth was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where his main e� orts into adulthood were playing in local bands, 
attending commercial art school, and teaching guitar. A� er leaving western Pennsylvania, he spent seven years at a regional 
mid-Atlantic advertising agency as art director/ illustrator, which provided a solid foundation to build a full-time freelance 
illustration career. Among his most notable projects are illustrations for the CRICKET magazine, Commercial Observer, 
Alabama Living magazine, and, of course, anything for Brandylane Publishing. He lives in Norfolk, Virginia with his wife, 
no pets, and a few guitars, where he leads an unremarkable life and draws pictures every day.
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WHAT DO YOU DO WITH THE LOVE?
Inspired by real events, This Sure Thing captures a boy’s persistence a� er the 

death of his younger brother.  
The boy imagines what life would be like if his brother were still alive. 

Days might be � lled with football, laughter, and video games! His brother might 
discover the trick candles on his birthday cake! Despite all he wonders, the boy 
knows one thing for sure: his brother is no longer here, but the love he has for him 
still is. In sharing this unfading love with others and writing notes to his deceased 
brother, the boy discovers both meaning and connection on his grief journey.

This Sure Thing, through a heartfelt � rst-person narrative, encourages youth 
to continue to live the love they have for their person no longer here.


