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About the Author
Frank Marsh was a trial attorney for twenty-five years and then a 
university professor of philosophy, law, and bioethics. He has published 
six books on bioethics, numerous articles, and scripted documentaries 
dealing with medicine, genetics, and law. He also is the author of the 
novel Rebekka’s Children.

“He was a doctor, not a German soldier or the Gestapo...” 
“But still he was your enemy.” 
“That was then, but I never hated him. He was my lover, you know. 
We would have married had things been different,” Julia said softly. 

 –Excerpt from the book

About the Book
It is the autumn of 1938 when Julia Kaufmann meets 
Erich Schmidt while studying medicine at the German 
University in Prague. With Hitler’s army soon to invade 
the city and the terror of World War II looming, it is the 
worst of times for a Jew and a German to fall in love. As the 
excitement of the eugenics movement gives way to outright 
genocide, and the fear sweeping across Europe grows into 
madness, Julia and Erich find themselves forced to travel 
two very different paths—ones which will determine the 
fate of their love and, ultimately, the fate of their souls.  
A Perfect Madness takes us on a journey back to a dark 
time when the fight for survival often eclipsed the fight 
for the truth. Beautifully and provocatively written, it 
examines the crippling effects of fear on the human mind, 
asking painful questions of moral choice we cannot afford 
to leave unanswered.
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and then a university professor of philosophy, law, and 
bioethics. He has published six books on bioethics, 
numerous articles, and scripted documentaries dealing 
with medicine, genetics, and law. He also is the author 
of the novel Rebekka’s Children.
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It is the autumn of 1938 when Julia Kaufmann meets Erich Schmidt while 
studying medicine at the German University in Prague. With Hitler’s army 
soon to invade the city and the terror of World War II looming, it is the 

worst of times for a Jew and a German to fall in love. As the excitement of 
the eugenics movement gives way to outright genocide, and the fear sweeping 
across Europe grows into madness, Julia and Erich find themselves forced to 
travel two very different paths—ones which will determine the fate of their 
love and, ultimately, the fate of their souls.

A Perfect Madness takes us on a journey back to a dark time when the fight 
for survival often eclipsed the fight for the truth. Beautifully and provocatively 
written, it examines the crippling effects of fear on the human mind, asking 
painful questions of moral choice we cannot afford to leave unanswered.
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