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about the authoR

Eric Lotke has cooked in five-star restaurants and flushed every toilet in the 
Washington D.C. jail. He has filed headline lawsuits and published headline 

research on crime, prisons, and sex offenses. He is author of 2044: The Problem Isn’t 
Big Brother, It’s Big Brother, Inc. 

Libby Thompson is just fourteen years old when she flees her 
abusive home with her newborn son, Angel. Now they must 

build a life for themselves on hard work and low wages, dealing with 
police who are sometimes helpful—but not always—and a drug 
dealer who is full of surprises. As Angel gets older, he begins asking 
questions about his family, and Libby’s tenuous peace threatens to 
crumble. Can a son without a father and a young woman without a 
past make something beautiful out of a lifetime of secrets? Making 
Manna explores the depths of betrayal, and the human capacity to 
love, forgive, and flourish in the face of heartbreaking odds.
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“Eric Lotke is a beautiful writer and he has written a beautiful 
book. Making Manna is a wonderful story of family, redemption,  
and love  . . . ” 

           —  Heather Ann Thompson, author of Whose Detroit?

“Brilliantly details the searing fragility of life below the poverty line . . 
. . Both heartbreaking and heartwarming. ” 

           —    David Feige, author of Indefensible and creator of the  
TNT series Raising The Bar


